Background and aims: Low birth weight, caused either by preterm birth and/or intrauterine growth restriction (IUGR), has recently been associated with increased rates of renal and cardiovascular disease in adulthood. Since aortic intima-media thickening (aIMT) is a non-invasive marker of preclinical vascular disease (Skilton MR et al. Lancet 2005; Cosmi E et al.Obstet Gynecol 2009) in IUGR neonates, we compared abdominal aIMT and glomerular function among IUGR and appropriate gestational age foetuses (AGA) in-utero and at 18 months of age.
